SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 
2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin-wordpress.com. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE SARL VHF/UHF DIGITAL CONTEST ON 17 AND 18 SEPTEMBER 
5 MHZ ALLOCATIONS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

and 

FEEDBACK FROM THE SARL-100 WORKING GROUP 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin the bulletin this morning with the news of a silent key. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Harry Marx, ZS6MH went 
silent on Wednesday 31 August 2022. We extend our condolences to Jacques, 
ZS6JJM, family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE SARL VHF/UHF DIGITAL CONTEST ON 17 AND 18 SEPTEMBER 


The second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Digital contest runs from 03:00 to 09:00 
UTC on Saturday 17 September and again on Sunday 18 September 2022. The 
first two hours on Saturday are spent on 6 metres, followed by two hours on 2 
metres and the last two hours on 70 cm. On Sunday, the first two hours are 
on 2 metres, followed by two hours on 6 metres and ending off with two hours 
on 70 cm. The exchange is an RSQ report and your full six-digit Maidenhead 
locator. Turn to page 21 of the 2022 SARL Blue Book for all the information. 


THE ZS SOTA, FAUNA AND FLORA AND HERITAGE SPRING DAY 


The ZS SOTA, ZSFF and Heritage Spring Day will be on Saturday 24 September 
(National Braai Day and Heritage Day). If you cannot get to a summit or there 
are no summits in your vicinity, why not activate a park or a heritage site? For 


those planning on activating a summit, a park or a heritage site, it is time to 
start looking at which summit, park or heritage site you are going to activate 
and your planned activation times, please post your planned activation on the 
WhatsApp SOTA/POTA group so that chasers will be aware of your activation. 


This is fun day out in nature and not a competition, each participant will receive 
a Spring Day certificate whether you activated or chased those summits, parks or 
heritage sites. For activators, it is fun to see if you can make summit-to-summit 
(S2S) or park-to-park or heritage-to-heritage or a combination of contacts with 
other activators and how many chasers you can get in your log. 


If you are not on the SOTA/POTA Alert & Spots WhatsApp group and wish 
to be added please send a WhatsApp message to Sid, ZS5AYC on mobile 082 
461 3279. First time activators, if you need assistance or advice please do not 
hesitate to ask. Please join the fun of activating a summit, a park and/or 
a heritage site or chasing those who venture out. Contact Dennis, ZS4BS at 
zs4bs@netactive.co.za for the newest list of ZSFF parks and Tjaart, ZS3DR for 
the Heritage sites. 


5 MHZ ALLOCATIONS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Radio amateurs are requested to take note of the various 60 metre allocations 
in Southern Africa. South Africa has an allocation of 5 350 kHz to 5 450 
kHz and 5 290 kHz for WSPR beacons. Namibia, eSwatini, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe have the WRC-15 allocation of 5 351.5 kHz to 5366.5 kHz using 15 W 
EIRP. Kenya has 5 275 kHz to 5 450 kHz on a secondary basis. Dennis, ZS4BS 
has requested official confirmation from Botswana, Lesotho, Angola, Zambia, 
Malawi and Tanzania on their 60 metre allocations. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
FEEDBACK FROM SARL-100 WORKING GROUP 


The SARL 100 Work Group is now entering the 2nd year of the project which 
is well underway. It’s amazing how time flies. The work group is already busy 
planning the book. 


The question being asked is who, what, where, when and how? With these 
questions in mind, there will be several sections. 


Historical Perspective and SARL’s great achievements. 
1925 - 1935 and 1935 -1945 from spark gaps to tubes 
1945 - 1955 - 1965 War time to transistor 

1965 - 1975 - 1985 to space and beyond 

1985 - 1995 - 2005 dawn of the digital age 

2005 to 2025. The present and the future. 


What does the future hold in terms of growth plans, membership, science, tech- 
nology, engineering and mathematics, attraction and youth development. We 
look at personalities and important milestones in the SARL for example, our 
Presidents and the Honour Roll, the run-up before and after the war, the rise of 
amateur radio in South Africa, for example, the founding of the Radio Society 
of South Africa in 1920 in Cape Town. The milestones over the years from the 
establishment of the SARRL in 1925 and the name change to SARL, when did 
the call signs change and why was the decision made to make the change. More 
topics include - technological breakthroughs specifically in relation to South 
African club institutions and achievements, YL achievements, SARL HAMNET 
events and achievements, youth achievements, for example, Youngsters on the 
Air and Hammies. 


Then there are also the other sections, such as, club history and the projects 
in which they were involved. The clubs can keep the working group busy by 
updating their websites, the information and photos can then be obtained di- 
rectly from the website, or they can send the history directly to the working 
group. RaDAR, SARL HAMNET, BACAR, Radio Wireless, Maritime Mobile, 
Hammies, Youngsters on the Air, competitions, awards, satellites, Radio ZS, 
AMSAT SA and AfriCUBE are amongst the activities with just too many more 
to mention. There is so much more information of interest that must be dis- 
covered. We once again appeal to SARL members and non-SARL members to 
provide us with it. If you have any memorabilia, please let us know. If you 
do not want to give up the memorabilia, please take a photo and send it to us. 
Please forward any photos of AGMs with names and call signs. It is crucial that 
we work now to sort out and write down all the information. 


To make this project successful we need the contribution of every radio amateur 
in South Africa. Remember that it may not be important to you, but it is of 
great value to us. Our sincere thanks go to the Work Group for their time with 
the research. We greatly appreciate all your hard work. Send your contribution 
to archivesQsarl.org.za, or contact Mark, ZS6MDX at 082 385 2688 or Anette, 
ZR6D at 073 199 9032. It is the right thing to do! 


THE NEWS INBOX 


Please make use of the News Inbox at www.sarl.org.za/NewsInbox.asp to submit 
news items. Do not send your news item by WhatsApp message to the bulletin 
compilers. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The Wednesday 80 m Club Contest is on the air from 17:00 to 18:00 UTC on 
Wednesday 14 September. Get the rules on page 58 of the 2022 Blue Book. 


CLUB NEWS 


The Boland ARC AGM will be held from 11:00 CAT on Saturday 17 September 
at the Uitzicht Wijnlanden near Stellenbosch and the Midlands Amateur Radio 
Club will hold their AGM on Saturday 17 September. 


The AGM of the Johannesburg Amateur Radio club was held on Saturday 3 
September 2022. The club members wish to welcome the new committee and 
wish them all the best for the year ahead. Thank you very much for sparing your 
precious time for us. We are really looking forward to your help and guidance 
for the improvement of our club. 


Kobie van Zyl, ZS6K VZ was elected Chairman with Jad Harding, ZR6JAD; Mar- 
inus Brand, ZS6BM; Donovan O’Grady, ZS6DJO; Graham McNally, ZS6GPM; 
Mark Walker, ZS6MDX; Marcel Maree, ZS6MFA; Mark Joyce, ZS6MJO; Marius 
Marais, ZS6OW and Ronald Verweerdt, ZS6RVC as committee members. 


The last of the SARL National Field Day weekends for 2022, can you believe it, 
is behind us. The Sandton Amateur Radio Club would like to extend a big thank 
you to all clubs, individual field stations, general stations and ZS9HQ station 
for participating over the Field Day weekend and working ZS6STN/p. Many 
of the stations were tenacious and spent many long hours on the microphone, 
steadily draining their batteries, even though some of the bands were not always 
that cooperative. 


Let us do it again next year. 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently 6 sunspots with simple magnetic configurations 
visible. There is a moderate probability for C-class and a very low probability 
for M-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the 
expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 71. The 10 to 30 
m bands will especially late afternoon, provide some good DX fun. Please visit 
the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

Today — the SAMOC Sweepstakes 

14 September — the SARL 80m Club Contest 

15 September — the closing date for FT4 Logs 

16 September — the closing date for Sweepstake Logs 

17 September — the AGMs of the Boland and Midland Clubs 
17 and 18 September — the SARL VHF/UHF Digital Contest 
19 September — the closing date for Club Contest Logs 


23 September — the Spring Equinox at 03:03 CAT and registration for the Oc- 
tober RAE closes 


24 September — National Braai Day and Heritage Day and the SOTA, ZSFF 
and Heritage Spring Activity Day 


24 and 25 September - the CQ WW RTTY Contest 


25 September — the ZS1 QSO Party 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Digital contest runs from 03:00 to 09:00 
UTC on Saturday 17 September and again on Sunday 18 September 2022. Turn 
to page 21 of the 2022 SARL Blue Book for all the information. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The program can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower sideband by Louis ZS5LP. 
A rebroadcast by Andy ZS6ADY, can be heard on Monday evenings at 19:30 
CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, proof- 
read by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


